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ABSTRACT

Evidence has been accumulating regarding the specific challenges for reaching fluency in
reading L2 English, particularly in EFL settings. Some interventions are showing potential
value, according to recent cognitive and classroom research. Among these are incorporating
multimedia, especially audio to make use of evidence of phonology’s facilitative role in
building L2 reading, and also incorporating collaborative reading work in the classroom. This
paper briefly reviews relevant research and develops an integrated skills approach to a
proposed pedagogical intervention for university learners. Designed to collect qualitative and
empirical data, this proposed action research is intended to explore and help clarify if
integrating support for phonological awareness in collaborative classroom settings can
improve EFL literacy experiences and acquisition for learners.

INTRODUCTION
Issues of EFL Literacy in the Japanese University Context

Many Japanese universities state that their goals include fostering globally-minded
students prepared for participation in international business and other cross-border activities.
Curricula set for first and second year students often include required English courses.
Depending on the university and the department, the English courses may follow two general
patterns. One typical instructional context will be general-purpose English courses for
non-English majors, intended to offer practice in English for potential travel or future
international work-related needs. In this case, usually instructors choose a textbook with
some balance of the four traditional skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. Syllabi
will be prepared with class plans to reduce or minimize students’ anxiety or aversion to
foreign language practice, and to engage them in English-medium activities which they find

meaningful. Semester courses usually run for fifteen weeks in Japan, with these often-large
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classes meeting once weekly. Given this limited time and contact with students, the instructor
may also focus on introducing resources which the students might access and make use of
after the courses are over, hoping to encourage the students to continue their language
learning and practice at their own pace, if and when they wish or need to do so.

In the second instructional context, there are Japanese university departments with a
more specific international communications focus, which offer majors in languages, usually
starting with English and sometimes offering other languages as well. Often these university
departments have a set of required classes in English for undergraduates with courses divided
to concentrate on specific skills, such as listening class, reading class, pronunciation class,
and beginning academic writing. Naturally this latter university context will allow more time
for instructors to help students work on English skills, and students who have chosen these
university majors usually do not have as much anxiety to overcome in order to make progress
in their learning. In-class time still seems insufficient at best, however, when English is a
foreign language. Again in this context, an array of resources introduced in class for EFL
learners to make use of later can potentially offer a step toward sustained and sustainable
language learning.

Among such resources are multimedia sites online to facilitate language learning
outside the classroom which are increasingly affordable or, with an Internet connection, free.
Some have multilingual homepages and multi-language interfaces to select for navigating
within them (see for example EnglishCentral.com, Extensive Reading Central.com, and
Memrise.com). These are certainly user-friendly for learners, but some comfort with reading
in English is still necessary for accessing, choosing, navigating, and using most English
resources independently. Even in a multimedia and self-managed learning environment,
reading is a foundation skill for building further foreign language skills, and therefore
exploring literacy and possibilities for developing more comfortable EFL reading are the
focus of this paper.

The teaching context to be discussed, and the target for pedagogical interventions, is
both the general English classes, and the English reading classes in the university situations
described above. In general courses, students almost unanimously report in initial class
writings for this instructor that their experiences with English have thus far been as a subject
to study for tests, especially entrance exams. Most single out grammar as a particular source
of vexation and dislike, and few indeed mention having used English in travel or other actual
communication experiences. Meanwhile, at universities with students majoring in
international communications and studying English, only the tiniest percentage will report
having read a book in English before beginning university studies. Self-introductions in these
university reading classes often conclude baldly with: “I don’t like reading.” When the point
1s not made verbally, in person, the present generation of students will frequently make it by
email:
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I watched “How Books Can Open Your Mind.” As you know, Lisa Bu compared the
two novels. | was surprised this way of thinking! I agree with her idea, but I don't
like reading books.... (personal communication, university first year, second

semester reading course student, October 7, 2015)

Another student:

I watched Ted talk of Lisa Bu. Actually, I don't like reading book, but I changed my
mind a little. She read a lot of things from many books and learned a lot of things.
That is wonderful and smart. Also, I really liked her words that “Books have given
me a magical portal to connect with people of the past and the present.” That
changed my mind, and if I have a time I want to read books to learn a lot of things.
(personal communication, university second year, second semester reading course
student, October 26, 2015)

Proceeding from these introductions to classwork with preliminary diagnostic
reading aloud promptly clarifies that printed English words are being decoded without
accuracy or understanding. Masuhara (2007) reports being struck by the prevalence of
“hesitant and tortuous” (p. 15) L2 reading and Tomlinson writes that for many language
students, “reading is an unsuccessful and unpleasant experience” (Tomlinson, 2000, p. 524).
Given the sincere aversion to reading built up over years of study and expressed as above,
students enrolled in required English classes in their universities or who have intentionally
chosen to major in international communications deserve respect for continuing to attend
classes. As demonstrated in the emails above, in fact, many express earnest, positive attitudes.
The critical missing elements in English education and literacy are not from something
lacking in these tenacious and hopeful students.

Finding the missing elements for these students, and incorporating them into
teaching approaches is essential: “If L1 readers possess attributes in reading which L2 readers
do not, then it is the task of the language teacher to develop ways of encouraging the
development of these attributes” (Paran, 1996, p. 30). A “hesitant and tortuous” (Masuhara,
2007, p. 15) L2 reading process can only function as an impediment to progress in English
coursework, and a disincentive to future, post-course accessing and making use of learning
resources. Recent university graduates report to this instructor that written L2 English
communications are a constant feature of their daily working lives. Globalized industry and
the necessity of using English as a shared second language with which to conduct their work
is not a theory but a reality for them. Email dominates these stories rather than other
communication options — although it has become a meme to characterize younger generations
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as visually-oriented digital natives, empowered literacy is an inescapable need for these
young workers. A lack of fluent L2 literacy presents a serious risk to their building successful
working lives.

What exactly has gone wrong with the process of gaining L2 literacy in English?
Considering the hours and years students spend in English classes, and the ramifications, it is
a question of urgency. More closely examined, the question is dual in the case of reading:
what is happening in the brain of a learner gaining a second literacy, and, what can and
should teachers of second or foreign language English reading do in practice to facilitate this
acquisition for their students? These questions need to be addressed if effective, practical
approaches to improve the experience of reading in English for learners are to be developed.
Fortunately, research has been making inroads toward understanding the mental processes of
literacy, particularly since the early 2000s. Pedagogical research also, often in teaching
English as a foreign language settings, is beginning to deliver insights into some ways these
new understandings of the reader’s mind can inform and be incorporated into teaching

approaches.

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE:
The process of reading and interventions promoting literacy

Nuances in descriptions of the neurolinguistic processes vary by researcher, but in
broad terms, in the typically developing brain, children gain their L1 languages through what
they hear over the course of their first years. When later learning to read, many skills come
into play but fundamentally, the young person needs to decode the text their eyes rest upon
and transfer it, in audio form, into short term memory (sometimes referred to specifically as
the phonological loop) from which they seek a match in their long term memory, also stored
in audio form. The match-up or connection needs to be made before the short term memory
breaks down — a matter of moments. (Koda, 2005, pp. 254-257; Masuhara, 2007, pp. 27-28;
Tomlinson, 2000, p. 526; Walter, 2008, pp. 458-459)

A successful match-up provides the reader with comprehension, while a breakdown
requires stopping to reread, skipping over the unknown word or words, questioning a nearby
peer or teacher, resorting to a dictionary, or abandonment of the text. Causes and points of
this potential breakdown are many. But in the smooth, subconscious, successful process, the
reader decodes the printed text into the appropriate smallest segments (phonemes, in English),
and inputs that phonological information correctly to the short term memory. If the initial
decoding and inputting has been done correctly and the lexical item is already in their
long-term memory, the connection can take place and comprehension can be achieved
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(Tomlinson, 2000; Walter, 2008). This appears to be a similar process in every researched

language:

All the different strands of studies in L1 and L2 language and reading acquisition
seem to point to the same direction.... in solving the challenge of building a neural
circuitry for reading, the brain takes a remarkably similar solution regardless of the
idiosyncrasies of one or the other written language system.... from the universal

demand of rapid access to phonology. (Masuhara, 2007, p. 25)

For L1 readers, the process of learning to read, in circumstances in which they have
ample language in their environment, is a matter of learning to match their language’s
orthography with their phonological awareness, and then matching up what they have seen
and decoded with what is already in their long-term memory. For L2 learners beginning to
read in their L2, especially in a foreign language context, the situation is far more challenging
and complex (Koda, 2005; Masuhara, 2007; Tomlinson, 2000). A number of researchers
studying this have become critical of asking students to learn L2 reading at the first stage of
their L2 studies (Masuhara, 2007; Paran & Williams, 2007; Tomlinson, 2000) and are

concerned about the sometimes incoherent resulting pedagogy:

Unlike L1, L2 language acquisition and reading acquisition start at the same time.
There is no time for the L2 learners to establish the necessary phonological core
ability. This is the reason why the reading behaviours of L2 learners are so similar to

L1 unsuccessful readers. (Masuhara, 2007, p. 27)

Unsuccessful decoding, and difficulty with comprehension by EFL learners of English in
Japan provides ample evidence for these concerns. Along with the above researchers, Paran

(1996) suggests for teaching practice, building a middle ground:

Readers must clearly have decoding skills in order to read at all, but at first, by way
of compensation, they will also need a large amount of contextual support, since

many of the words they are decoding are either unknown to them or accessed slowly.
(p- 29)

Decoding ease in itself varies widely by language and orthography. When the target
reading language is English, the inconsistency of the written form of the language presents a
high level of challenge and many researchers note that the low grapheme-phoneme
correspondence poses difficulties to children learning to read English as an L1, even though
there is English in their daily environment (Masuhara, 2007, pp. 21-22; Nation, 2013, pp.
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70-71). When English is the target as a foreign language, and great distance between the L1
and L2 languages is involved, it is even more difficult to develop reading-supportive
phonological and lexical awareness (Koda, 2005, pp. 25, 271; Masuhara, 2007, pp. 23-25;
Nation, 2013, pp. 70-71).

Koda (2005) examines wide research on the factors involved in learning L2 reading,
finding that first language reading skills already present, level of L2 proficiency, and the
reader’s “orthographic processing, phonological decoding, and listening comprehension —
contribute significantly, albeit differently ...” (p. 202). Meanwhile, working memory
available to the individual reader affects every skill being developed and their resulting
comprehension ability (pp.202-203). Furthermore, the issues of difference between a reader’s
first language writing system and their target L2 language’s writing system can be pervasive
and persistent — for instance, whether both share an alphabet, or if one is logographic: “... L1
— L2 orthographic distance is largely responsible for differences in L2 decoding success ... at
any given point in ... L2 development” (p. 271).

Tantalizing research by Takeuchi (2003) discusses how some of these challenges
have been overcome. Takeuchi conducted an analysis of 160 foreign language learners in
Japan, analyzing self-reported, published accounts by learners who had reached exceptional
competencies in a variety of L2 languages from Arabic to Thai (and including English),
written with a corresponding diversity of scripts. In selecting a sample group, Takeuchi
focused on foreign language learners who began their language study after elementary school,
who had not lived abroad, and who had no particular support for the target language at home.
Some shared strategies from this sample group, relevant to their building of fluent reading
skills, stand out. Reading aloud, reading a lot, concentrated listening and listening for gist,
listening while shadowing, listening for prosody and suprasegmental prosody in
pronunciation, and, in focused vocabulary study: “extra attention...paid to pronunciation in
their vocabulary build up” (p. 388) by reading the target words aloud as well as writing them,
shows that activities building reading fluency were far from silent (pp. 388-389). In contrast,
Takeuchi reports that unsuccessful language learners do not do concentrated listening, are
less likely to check pronunciation of words or to vocalize while writing them, do not read
aloud or a lot, and are less likely to shadow or “pay special attention to sounds/prosody” (p.
390 online) clarifying that sound, so to speak, is a differentiating factor. The poor language
learners did, however, and unlike the successful language learners, make word lists and try to
memorize them (p. 390, online).

The intriguing patterns noted by Takeuchi, above, are from a large but anecdotal
sample. While not detailing pedagogical interventions, Takeuchi’s analysis of what
high-achieving language learners have done to acquire a foreign language lends weight to the
suggestion that integrated skills practice can be helpful; particularly, that proactively
connecting oral and listening practice with literacy building can be effective for optimal
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acquisition.

The sections below will focus on contemporary strands of theory and practice
intended to address the obstacles preventing second language students from reaching comfort
and ease with L2 reading, particularly with reading English as a foreign language. One strand
relates to Extensive Reading, also known as ER, which is often carried out as sustained silent
reading. Another strand follows developments including integration of oral elements or
listening with reading, carried out with both graded readers and original literature. These
sometimes incorporate collaborative learning and other supportive practice, balancing skills

work and deepening the language learning and literacy experience.

Extensive Reading

ER has an active and prolific international interest community among language
teachers, with ER-dedicated organizations such as the Extensive Reading Foundation, others
based in Japan and Korea, and webpages to be found in English, Japanese, and Korean.
Teacher interest groups focused on ER within larger language teaching organizations, such as
the Extensive Reading special interest group within the Japan Association for Language
Teaching, increase the constituency. Regional events, international conferences, ER-related
publications and books, and ER-related studies in general language education journals
continue to increase ER’s visibility. (Please see Appendix A for example resources and
links.)

The goal of extensive reading programs is to build reading fluency, as discussed by
Waring in a recent book chapter titled, “Building fluency with extensive reading” (Waring,
2014). Waring notes “extensive reading is often taken to be synonymous with graded reading,”
but states that this is not the case; rather, whenever students are “reading...fluently and with
high levels of comprehension” (p. 218) it can fit into the guidelines and descriptions of ER.
Extensive reading programs for fluency have remained somewhat controversial (Huffman,
2014, pp. 17-18) and recently researchers have been carrying out empirical studies with
larger numbers of learners and comparison groups, strengthening the case for fluency-focused
reading at high levels of comprehension in English reading class work in EFL environments
(Beglar & Hunt, 2014; Burrows, 2012; Huffman, 2014). Some studies have examined
whether ER experience stimulates gains in motivation, self-efficacy, or positive attitudes
toward reading, finding that it does (Burrows, 2012; LeBlanc 2015; Yamashita, 2013).
Burrows (2012) additionally found that reading strategies instruction along with reading
activities led to the best results, rather than assigning ER work as homework only (Burrows,
2012, p. 334). His findings lend evidence to other researchers’ assertions that EFL readers
benefit from in-class instructional support, guidance and encouragement, especially with
initial experiences in extensive reading (Green, 2005; LeBlanc, 2015; Yamashita, 2013;
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Yoshida, 2014). Yoshida (2014) in particular suggests carrying a box of books to each course
meeting to enable browsing by the students, and “in-class book hopping” (p. 21) with
advising by the instructor based on the instructor’s own previous reading and evaluation of
those books.

Another form of in-class support, termed variously as book clubs, literature circles or
reading circles, has been gaining researchers’ attention. LeBlanc (2015) conducted a large
study (316 participants) over the course of an academic year with high school students, all of
whom were assigned the same graded short story collections. Students were also assigned
roles to fulfill in discussions of the stories and coached on doing this effectively. They met in
small groups to discuss their stories eight times during the year. According to Likert scale
questions and students’ feedback, the results were positive: “task repetition and cooperative
performance in the circles helped improve students’ perceived reading efficacy over the
course of an academic year while reading anxiety decreased” (p. 19). Analyzing the results,
LeBlanc notes the increased interaction with and time spent with the stories through
participants preparing to discuss them, and the “social persuasion” (p. 18) of enjoyable
teamwork (LeBlanc, 2015).

Most studies examining ER to date have been with silent reading, and though some
have included comparison groups (Beglar & Hunt, 2014; Burrows, 2012; Huffman, 2014),
most have not had control groups (excepting Burrows, 2012, which in addition to comparison
groups also had a control group.) The length of the reading treatment being researched, the
amount of reading, data collection methods, and number of participants have had little in
common thus far across the published results (Chang & Millett, 2015). For teachers, it has
remained somewhat unclear, therefore, as to amounts of reading to assign and for how long a
period of time, to help bring about a positive and lasting difference for their language learners
(Chang & Millett, 2015). The research above discussing the value of proactive support,
scaffolding, and discussions in class, however, does address the concerns expressed by Green
(2005), over students in Hong Kong settled at desks to do ER-style reading in silence, with no
support or interaction with peers or teachers: “a particularly monastic detention session” (p.
308). Green calls for improvements in methodology for ER in Hong Kong and elsewhere,
making use of the “opportunity for sharing the challenges and joys of reading in a foreign
language — in small groups or through oral presentations ... To be successful extensive
reading needs to integrate as seamlessly as possible with other components of the language
curriculum” (p. 308).

Integrated reading projects
The suggestions for incorporating extensive reading more holistically into L2

language and especially EFL programs with interaction, peer support, and practice in a
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balance of skills lead to another strand of recent inquiry. Focusing on graded and authentic
literature reading integrated with other skills in the classroom, they are termed, sometimes, as
combined skills research, multimedia, or multimodal literacy research. As pointed out by
Waring (2014) above, reading material that has not been graded or simplified for language
learners does not exclude that reading activity from being considered ER if the material is
sufficiently comprehensible to the students. However, some researchers reporting on course
reading projects do note that selected readings were challenging, and discuss their integration
of proactively chosen scaffolding to make their students’ experience that of successful L2
literacy.

First, from an ESL setting with younger learners, Zugel (2012) wrote twenty-four
short, simple one-page stories for struggling elementary readers in a supplemental curriculum,
meeting for short periods after school. A notable aspect of his project was the focused and
intensive oral component; each story was listened to and read aloud cumulatively over a
dozen times. The stories were initially challenging for the students — though written by the
instructor to be manageable for elementary learners, (“Ted could make a toy plane that
actually flew”) (p. 209), the students could not at first read them unassisted. With scaffolding
by the instructor and opportunities for learners to repeat reading and listening in various
conditions, such as being read to, and by reading to each other while focusing on different
relevant strategies, the students’ prosody, reading rates and accuracy improved. The
instructor found that the struggling readers were “not simply improving reading skills for
specific stories, but are increasing their overall reading rate and accuracy by practicing the
word and phonetic combinations ...” (p. 204-205) and found also that the “skills learned for
each story carry over to other reading” (Zugel, 2012, p. 204).

In a foreign language context with young adults, a similar approach was reported by
McNabb (2013), who wrote original short stories for learners, but also incorporated
contemporary computer support technology. The short stories were made available to read
online, along with a number of uploaded recordings of each story read aloud by the instructor
at different target reading speeds. The free software program Spreeder was added to help
students practice fluent reading speeds. McNabb found that in facilitating student autonomy,
“offering students enjoyable, manageable short stories to read and simultaneously hear via
new technologies that they can control according to their own schedules, we are moving
forward ...” (p. 44) and indeed discovered that students even continued to access the short
stories well after their semester courses and related assignments were completed (McNabb,
2013).

Also in a foreign language context, Chang and Millett (2015) conducted a year-long
research project in Taiwan, dividing student participants into two different conditions to
examine the question of silent extensive reading compared to listening-supported reading in
building EFL reading fluency. Sixty-four high school students (two classes) participated
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through their tenth-grade academic year. After a pre-test measuring both reading speeds and
comprehension, the students’ reading levels were found and twenty graded readers at the
appropriate level were chosen and assigned from popular titles. The audiobooks
accompanying the graded readers were approximately an hour long. During the study’s
research intervention, the time spent on the stories in class was matched carefully between
the two groups, in which one class listened while reading and the other class read silently.
There was teacher support during reading, and reading-while-listening, as well as time for
questions, peer and class discussion, and help with cultural points. After both groups
completed twenty books, a post-test measured, as before, words per minute and reading
comprehension. Both groups showed improvement, but the class which had listened
improved significantly more in both reading speed and comprehension. Of particular interest
was that this study included investigation of retention; the students were given a delayed
post-test three months later, after a summer vacation with no further extensive reading.
Comprehension levels, which had risen significantly by post-test, showed no significant loss
three months later, with the group that had listened-and-read again more successful than the
group that had read silently. Reading speed, meanwhile, had declined slightly in the silently
reading group during the inactive three months, but the reading speed of the
listening-while-reading group showed still further improvements on the delayed post-test.
The final results of the intervention in students’ reading speed were a gain of thirteen words
per minute for the silently reading group, and forty-seven for the reading-and-listening group
(Chang & Millett, 2015, p. 99). Reasons posited for the strong results of the audio-supported
group include the attention called upon from the students by the oral telling of the story, and,
as found in other research, the combined input may have added interest, helped speed up slow
reading and build stronger links for the learners between the aural stream of speech and the
words on the pages (pp. 93, 99-100), suggestions congruent with those in Masuhara (2007)
and Prowse (2002) as well.

Two further studies look into using integrated methods to make reading literature
that may have been above students’ initial reading levels accessible for EFL learners.
Shelton-Strong (2012) reports on using literature circles in Vietnam to scaffold classics such
as Orwell’s Animal Farm and 1984, observing that from activities such as role-preparation,
discussion and peer-listening between students in small reading discussion groups, “fluency
in both reading and speaking had improved substantially” (p. 218). He points out that
repeated interactions with each story in preparation for discussions, and in concentrated
listening taking place between students during meetings of literature circles (LCs), likely
stimulate “noticing” (p. 220), and concludes that the “powerful degree of scaffolding inherent
in LCs allows L2 learners, at higher levels, to read and enjoy authentic, unabridged literature”
(Shelton-Strong, 2012, p. 218).

Chen (2012), in Taiwan, also reports on integrated interaction with a story to
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promote accessibility of an ungraded novel. Using film, book and discussions about the novel
Charlotte’s Web in successive activity cycles, a course with forty-nine university non-English
majors worked through the story by several chapters or movie scenes per week for
approximately eight weeks. As found in Prowse’s (2002) advice to choose books readers will
“engage with and react to” (p. 142) and which the teacher also enjoys (Prowse, 2002), Chen’s
selection was based on both relative ease of reading and expected pleasure to be found in the
project by the students, stating: “Charlotte’s Web ... was chosen for this study because it is a
wonderful mixture of imagination and realism beloved by generations” (Chen, 2012, p. 92).
Noting that film is a “source of authentic listening input” (p. 89) and that research shows
legitimate reasons students prefer to first watch a film to get a grasp of the plot before reading
the corresponding story, Chen opted to “supply background information necessary for
comprehension, and pique student interest” (p. 89) by beginning the activity cycles with
portions of the film. Reading was done aloud, ensuring comprehension and to create a shared
base for targeted group discussions. The students in the course using Charlotte’s Web were
matched with a control-group, and both courses took standardized reading comprehension
exams at the beginning and end of the project. The treatment group also responded to
Likert-scale opinion questions; the majority of the Charlotte’s Web participants felt the
integrated literature activities were useful for improving English skills. Compared to the
control group the Charlotte’s Web participants’ gains on the reading comprehension test were
significantly higher as well.

These studies above, finding benefits for EFL literacy in learners by integrating
input, particularly combinations of reading, listening and discussion of engaging stories,
support the research findings and suggestions from other researchers for fluency-focused and
integrated skills work with stories (for congruent research see Onoda, 2012; and Paran, 2008
for reports and discussion of further studies). A point touched upon by some, but still lacking
focused studies in the literature, regards carrying out extensive listening and reading
separately as well as simultaneously. Parallel fluency-focused research has included
suggestions that students “listen ... at home or while using public transportation” (Onoda,
2012, p. 177) and some extensive reading literature includes suggestions to try both
simultaneous listening and reading, and listening separately (see Prowse, 2002, p. 143-144;
Stephens, 2014, p. 2), perhaps in a repeated listening cycle, making use of blocks of time
during a typical day when hands may be occupied, but one’s ears and mind are available to
process what we hear: “e.g. in the car, or out running” (Prowse, 2002, p. 144). In Chen’s
(2012) use of film for listening input preceding the reading phase of Charlotte’s Web, the
gains found by the students at the end of the project may also help justify research looking
into the potential of taking advantage of multimedia listening options in manners such as
those suggested above (Chen, 2012; Onoda, 2012; Prowse, 2002; Stephens, 2014).
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PEDAGOGICAL ACTIONS, CONSTRAINTS, AND PROPOSED
INTERVENTION AND EVALUATION

Some Japanese universities have begun Extensive Reading programs for their
English curriculums in which students are required to read a certain number of books or reach
a target word count in English reading before graduation, and their libraries have built
collections of graded readers. In this instructor’s context, at both university settings described
in section one, the graded reading collections fill some library shelves. The English
curriculum for non-English majors requires one Extensive Reading course, and the English
curriculum for international communications majors requires a one-million word count before
graduation. The collections of graded readers at both universities do not include the matching
audiobooks many of the publishers offer in a variety of forms, such as CDs, MP3s, or
downloads, due to budgetary concerns.

At both the university settings described in section one, students can be observed
applying earnest efforts to reading graded books they have chosen. When given the
opportunity to question the instructor on words or passages they do not understand, however,
a chronic disconnect between the printed words and their oral versions becomes apparent.
Often when a word is questioned, the instructor simply providing the oral version of the word
elicits immediate comprehension, as, for example, with the word, “adventure.” The final
“ture” in the last syllable of the word, from its appearance, is expected by the students to
sound like /taa/, though in fact usually it is rendered with a /{fia/ pronunciation — impossible
to guess without substantial familiarity, which Waring (2014) suggests would involve
repetitions in the range of twenty to thirty times, just for recognition (p. 219). Waring’s
findings on the number of times learners need to meet a word to recognize it may explain part
of the gap between the expected ease of reading of graded readers, even at beginner levels,
and students’ actual experience. The lack of a supportive, robust connection built between the
viewed and the heard versions of English words may be another explanation, in that the
students have not heard the words often enough to facilitate an effective process of decoding
and retrieval from long-term memory (Chang & Millett, 2015; Nation, 2013; Prowse, 2002;
Stephens, 2014; Walter, 2008).

According to Takeuchi (2003), reading aloud to oneself from printed text is a
learning strategy systematically used by highly effective language learners (p. 388). The
question of how to read aloud without knowing how to pronounce what one is reading is
immediately presented, however, and Takeuchi reports that successful learners also pay close
attention to learning pronunciation (pp. 388-389). The process could be laborious. Though
students in this instructor’s context select graded readers at very low levels for expected ease
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of understanding, students report that they need to look up many words. The problem
demonstrated by the questions students share with the teacher, however, suggests that the
lack of recognition of words they have likely seen before is due more to missing the prosody
of what they are reading rather than not having seen the words enough. Clearly this
phenomenon undermines the guidelines for ease of reading in extensive reading from the
outset, especially if done alone by the students.

Zugel’s approach of intensive attention and repeated opportunities to learn and
remember the spoken versions of printed words in oral, choral, and other voiced readings of
very short texts had strongly positive results, even though the short stories were reported by
the author as being above the students’ current reading skills level (Zugel, 2012). Shared
class readers for all members of a class with audiobooks to listen to together, also, were
shown by Chang and Millett (2015) to be effective for both increasing comprehension and
speed of reading, compared to sustained silent reading, as discussed in section two.

Free or low cost technology as an aid for outside classwork on individually chosen
stories as in McNabb (2013) could be an effective solution for outside class reading and
listening. The benefits of this option include reader choice and autonomy in choosing the
order of reading, listening, or both together, and the number of repeats. A limited number of
stories and recordings available in this arrangement could also facilitate activating peer
support between students. Readers of each story could gather for small group discussion if
time was set aside in class, to share and compare understandings and views, and take the
opportunity to sort out any confusing points with the instructor. This would seem to fit well
with young adults in university, with the increasing expectations of autonomy and
independence for this age group. The technology-aided and autonomous options used by
McNabb, though nearly ideal, run into some personal resource constraints: most but not all
students have computers and smartphones, and approaches might need to be explored to
ensure the inclusion of all class members. Also with traditional (printed volume) materials in
this instructor’s context, the extensive reading materials in the libraries are purchased without
multiple copies, under the assumption that students will borrow titles individually. Methods

using shared stories would therefore be difficult with the library extensive reader collections.
Proposed semester-length interventions and methods

Given the evidence of benefits for reading by integrating aural and print stories in
classwork, and the evident sincere enjoyment of this approach, demonstrated for example by
post-semester students continuing to access the website in McNabb (2013), two
complementary, comparative action research projects would be designed. These parallel
literacy support interventions would be carried out to determine if shared class literature,
following a design approach based on the above literature, would show potential benefits
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across university EFL settings and conditions in Japan, and if further modifications and more
formal research would be justified as being of potential value in EFL reading pedagogy.
First, at the university where the instructor supplies the course syllabi for required
general English courses, a graded reader with a CD (and downloading option) could be
incorporated into the syllabus. Second, at the international communications department of a
university with a set syllabus, supplementing the syllabus with a manageable book and
audiobook as partly classwork, partly homework can be done with careful planning. In this
latter case, showing a film, asking students to purchase copies of the book, and arranging
opportunities to listen to the matching audiobook outside of class would be possible. In both
university settings, collaborative discussion work in small groups (book clubs) would be an
integral part of the reading projects, as peer-led discussions of reading have been
recommended or cited positively as helpful and motivating by many researchers (Green,
2005; Prowse, 2002; Shelton-Strong, 2012; Waring, 2014). Koda (2005) notes further value
in peer meetings: “Discussions of both the reading processes and content promote
metacognitive dialogues among students” (p. 269). Recent reports of useful scaffolding
effects in developing discussion skills by setting up assigned roles for reading discussions
(LeBlanc, 2015; Shelton-Strong, 2012) also merit exploration (please see Appendix B).
Because students at both target universities have some familiarity with ER theory
and guidelines for practice, brief review explanations of the concept of extensive reading
would be sufficient. Before starting the proposed integrated project with this instructor, then,
a brief two-question survey focusing on the new element would be conducted: “Have you
ever listened to an audiobook before?”” and, “What do you think of the idea?” After collecting
the survey replies, the instructor would explain bilingually the current understandings in
reading research and the pressing gaps as well, particularly that:
® research shows language learners need to encounter words between twenty and thirty
times to recognize them (Waring, 2014)

® repeating listening and reading is helpful (Zugel, 2012)

® cxperiments show combining listening and reading helps students similar to themselves
improve their reading fluency (Chang & Millett, 2015)

® the above research findings are new, and timing of activities may still be an open question

® the instructor hopes the students will experiment with listening simultaneously, and
listening and reading separately

® feedback from the students on their experiences and preferences at the project’s end will
be valuable and appreciated.

Following up on this verbal introduction, the instructor would run a task to help
make some of the concepts more concrete and accessible. Students would first try opening
their books and reading aloud from a page they had not seen before, and then rate their
feeling of comfort or difficulty. Next, with books closed, listening only would be tried with
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the following paragraphs, again with a rating of comfort or difficulty. Third, students would
listen and read simultaneously to the subsequent paragraphs. The instructor would then
collect their anonymous replies to the question, “which was best for you?”” and share the
tallies of the class results with the students. Reasons for these explanations and
demonstrations would be first, to activate metacognition: for reading, it has been found that
“metacognitive training propagated long-term benefits in continuous progress” (Koda, 2005,
p.- 221) and ““that metacognition — the explicit understanding of one’s own cognitive
capabilities — plays a central role in ... spontaneous use of strategies to regulate ... reading
behaviors during comprehension” (p. 221). Second, carrying out a semester-length project
requires commitment and extended effort from students, and would depend on the students’
sense that it could be worthwhile.

With both the non-English majors and the international communications majors, a
semester to engage together in cycles of listening, reading and small group discussion (book
clubs) would be planned by dividing the classes’ shared reading books into sections to listen
to and read as target assignments in preparation for book club meetings. Book discussions
during the semester would be set for approximately every two weeks; allowing for start-up
time and finals, this would allow scheduling for five or six book club meetings as portions of
class time.

In the non-English majors’ shared graded reader project, the students generally have
had little experience with discussions in English. Assignments of roles to prepare for and
carry out (roles would be exchanged between students from session to session) may help with
scaffolding their developing discussion skills in English, and bilingual guidelines would be
given to the members of these classes (see Appendix B). Also with these non-English majors,
the instructor would ask students to make use of the ample margin space in their books for
memos, points they wish to highlight, drawings related to the story, and vocabulary notes.

In the international communications department context, students are accustomed to
participating in student-led group discussions, so guiding discussions with set roles should
not be necessary. In this setting, a complementary, parallel research design would be carried
out. The instructor would arrange a film viewing of the story, then assign listening to and
reading the shared book. Keeping notebooks for memos and drawings would also be
assigned; in lieu of set discussion roles to prepare, notebooks could facilitate students’
scaffolding each other’s grasp of the story with these written/visual aids during their
independent discussions. In both universities, however, the instructor would circulate
between the small groups during the book club meetings, to be available to answer questions

arising about vocabulary or to act as a resource in discussion on culture points.

Assessment and Evaluation
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Assessment approaches for reading projects in contemporary EFL literature range
widely in form and content, from requiring students to write and submit book reports or plot
summaries in L2 English for their extensive reading (Burrows, 2012; Huffman, 2014) to
asking for brief comments or short reports in L1 Japanese (Yamashita, 2013; Yoshida, 2014).
Debate is brewing about what is effective and meaningful; Green refers to book reports as
“policing” (Green, 2005, p. 308). Stephens (2014) protests “inane” (p. 3) quiz-type
comprehension questions and searches for a middle ground by developing more
thought-provoking questions to elicit short written responses, and Yoshida (2014) suggests
streamlined reading logs to help the teacher give students necessary “guidance ... advice ...
[and] feedback” (p. 20) while not burdening or discouraging the learners. Prowse (2002) goes
further and advocates discussions, or dispensing with assessment activities entirely in favor
of starting a new book.

In this instructor’s context, with integrated projects as described above, the goals are
to increase students’ reading ease and pleasure with English stories. To be consistent and to
support these goals, assessment of students’ reading work both during and at completion of a
project should be based on effort, participation, and evidence of engagement with the story;
in other words, assessment to facilitate students’ continued efforts and motivation.

There are many methods that could provide meaningful assessment of student work
congruent with the above goals, and a combination of such activities could provide firm and
fair grounding for accountability and feedback. With a graded readers project for non-English
majors, points could be awarded cumulatively for book club participation and active carrying
out of assigned roles, short group work assignments related to parts of the story, brief
student-created pair work dictation quizzes, and short written responses at the completion of a
book to share thoughts and reactions with each other and the instructor. With international
communications majors, book club participation and the content of students’ individual
notebooks could be supplemented with slightly longer writing assignments. Eliciting
responses in writing at completion of a book may help these readers consolidate their
thoughts and provide a base for deeper discussions to share with each other and the instructor,
while still being manageable for these more confident writers.

An essential aspect of action research projects such as the two proposed here would
be evaluating the pedagogical effectiveness of the activities in both settings. A first step
toward learning directly from the students’ experiences could be asking for volunteers in each
project for small group interviews, to discuss what they found facilitated their integrated
project work and what did not. Discussions of the challenges, surprises they may have
encountered during the semester, and their advice to the instructor in developing future
projects would inform the instructor’s understanding and reflections.

Also to collect qualitative and quantitative data, follow-up surveys in English and L1
Japanese would be distributed to all class members in both settings (please see Appendix C
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and Appendix D). To elicit students’ frank assessments of their efforts, changes in their skills,
motivation and other aspects of their experience, and their advice on how to improve future
projects, these surveys would be anonymous. The instructor would explain bilingually to the
students that while their identity information would not be known or shared, their opinions
would be of considerable value to the instructor for assessing the activities and to fuel
reflection, modifications, and improvements.

These action research projects should also be examined for empirical evidence of
changes in students’ reading abilities. Reading speed tests could be given to participants
before and after the reading projects. Standardized test scores, also, generally rest upon
general speeds of reading, listening and comprehension, and many universities in Japan
require students to sit these exams at the beginning and end of each semester, corresponding
with the duration of these proposed pedagogical interventions. The reliability of these scores
is variable as the tests are norm-referenced rather than criterion-referenced, but they still may
be a source of supplementary data relevant to evaluating the effectiveness of integrated
literacy projects such as proposed here.

As with the assessment of the students’ work in these action research projects, it is
hoped that the cumulative data from the feedback of the students in each setting and the
evidence of changes, if found, in students’ felt experience with and skills in EFL literacy, will
clarify if integrated literacy projects have potential benefits for supporting EFL reading
fluency development. If so, further modifications based on this data and more formal research

might be justified as being of potential value in EFL reading pedagogy.
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APPENDIX A:
Extensive reading related sites and resources

The Extensive Reading Foundation http://erfoundation.org/wordpress/

HAZ%5t5%2 / Japan Extensive Reading Association http:/jera-tadoku.jp/

“Starting with Simple Stories” developed by Sakai, has an SSS study group, with an
introduction at this link: http://www.seg.co.jp/sss/information/SSSER-2006.htm

“Yomiyasusa” by Furukawa, discussed in Burrows (2012, pp. 121-122), can be found here:
http://www.seg.co.jp/sss/word_count/YL-20070621.html

The Korean English Extensive Reading Association http://keera.or.kr/
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The Extensive Reading Special Interest Group within the Japan Association for Language
Teaching (JALT ER-SIG) http://jalt.org/er/

Video of Dr. W. Renandya at the Extensive Reading World Congress 3, Dubai, from the ER
Foundation Channel: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGc¢j5x6aAlQ
Published on Oct 7, 2015. Plenary Title: “Willy Renandya: The Power of Extensive

Listening.” Description from the Internet page: “Dr. Renandya begins his plenary

presentation by presenting research on the benefits of extensive listening and how it helps
students with second language acquisition (SLA). Then he gives suggestions for classroom

activities.” Audience members also shared useful resources during the discussion.

Extensive Reading Central is a free practice site for extensive reading, reading-and-listening,
and vocabulary building: http://www.er-central.com/

A commercial online source of extensive reading and listening has collected together
individual publishers’ offerings: http://xreading.com/

APPENDIX B:

Discussion roles (English and Japanese)
Adapted from: Shelton-Strong, S.J. (2012). Literature circles in ELT. ELT Journal, 66(2),
214-223
The seven roles Shelton-Strong suggests are: “Discussion leader, Summarizer, Word master,
Passage Person, Connector, Cultural collector, [and] Artistic adventurer.” (See
Shelton-Strong, 2012, p. 216 for his complete descriptions and rationale). Roles change for
each meeting in which students hold their book or chapter discussions. Below, roles are
adapted and consolidated from Shelton-Strong’s model to allow for group discussions with

three to five student members:

Discussion leader-summarizer: this member is prepared to help the others of the group
confirm the outline of the plot chapter(s) covered in the meeting and to have considered some
meaningful, open-ended questions to raise and share with the group.

FRBLUOE L& ZOREIDONL, AFDD A U N—RNEEO T DI E SN - &
ODNEZHFTCELEOICTLHILLT A ATy a v ehdd &5 REME LE
B

Word master: this member prepares to help other members with vocabulary and phrases
they may have found unfamiliar in the assigned chapter(s).
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HEE~ A — ZOEFNDONZ, KFEOTCOIHEESNTZETIENDOANTZLR DN
RNE D) REESLRIZH L £,

Points person: this member picks up interesting content, whether a striking passage in the
reading to discuss, a culture or lifestyle point, or a point in the story that connects with real
events.

WA MR ZOTRBIONIZ, FRESHIZHEATEmAWSS 2 Ao £9, #il i,
TAAT v arelEL D RE, UERAEFRRAICERT 281 b, i3,
FEEROHRFELREOMNT OND KO RAROFORA L MLl TT,

These three roles can be further divided if the group has more members. All members are
encouraged to also keep small notebooks, making manga-pictures, timelines and memos to
keep track of the basic story and content they wish to remember, including their memos of
points for confirmation, sharing and discussion. The roles assignments are for primary
preparation and responsibility, but all members of the groups should participate and help to

the best of their abilities with all aspects of the discussion.

With thanks to Chutatip Yumitani for the manga-pictures idea, Sakae Onoda for translation
advice and Kevin Stein for the suggestion to use timelines, found at:
http://liltsig.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/LiLT-3_1-Stein.pdf

APPENDIX C:
Book and audio book listening survey

RKEFA—T A AT v I7ICEATEZT o — b

Please answer every question carefully. This survey has no relation to your grades. Please do not
write your name: this is an anonymous survey. I will not be using your names or identities in any way.
Please also feel free to write on the back!
TRTCDEBEMIZERICEZ TS EE, COT7rr—MIRRLEETBERDY £EA,
HBRIEDEMMEZEPRVTSLEESW : TRNRERLADT Fr— MTT, 4RI EAY
ERBETEIBERII—GENERTA, bLE2EEEZLENZEHDAITEIZLENT
&,

1. How did you listen to the audiobook — by computer, CD player, or music player?
A=T AT v 7 &M LA THEELLN? PC, CDFL—Y—, EETL—FV—%

EVVE L= ?
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Where did you listen, for example in the train, while walking...?

WOHEZTHEE L2 HIZIE, EEOFRETTN2HNTNDLRRETTN?

How did you do listening, and reading? D X 5 2 FETHEH WV HEALD LE LN

3.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Did you try listening and reading at the same time? [FIFRFIZRIVVZ D FEATZD LTWE LM ?

Did you try listening, then reading later? HANZH &, ZTORICHATLZY LTWE LM ?

Did you try reading, then listening later? HANIFEAA, £ DERICENTZY LTWE L7z ?

Of the above, which way was best for you? LEDOHFTEDHFENR—FHSIZHE> TWELEN?

Every week, how many hours did you listen to the story? B AIRFMMREEZ WD LE L ?

In the project, how many times in total did you read your entire book through?

oFuav=l T, AT MEZOREFEAE LN

In the project, how many times in total did you listen to your entire book through?

oFuv=l T, AT MEZoARZEEE LN

At the end of this project do you feel you can catch the story better, when just listening?
Zo7uYz MIBMLEZIZEHOWTWATET TCZOF—T 4 A7 v 7 A M=V —Z LV HZ
WMo X oZmivE Licin?

At the end of this project do you feel you understand more vocabulary? Why?
Zo7uY el MIBMULIEZRICHTE D Z OHEEZDONL IR oTEXN LETN? It
7N EFT N

Has the project helped with any of your other English listening?
o7 baEBELT ROCKEPRLVBE TRV ELEN?

Has the project helped with any of your other English reading?
Zo7uYel B LT RIICHEEDN L VBRSBTS RV ELEN?

Were the book club meetings useful? KRIZBATHI—FT 47 “T w7 7777 [FEISEHE LD
e

Were the discussion roles useful?
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T T ITTTDOT 4 AB v g OEENIHICSIHE L0

16. Did you like the story we read and listened to?
FBRMNTZ D FATEY LTWE LIEARDFEDR & TLZ?

17. From this project, what kind of changes have you noticed in your feelings about listening in English?

Io7uave/ bPEBLT, KEEHCKEBIIEDLIITEDLY ELEN?

18. From this project, what kind of changes have you noticed in your feelings about reading in English?

Io7ny=7 bl LT, HEEROK[REF DIILEDOLIITEDY EL7n?

19. Do you think you will want to listen to another English book in the future?

WONETZRFEDOREZB N THINEBNET N

20. What was the best order for you with book reading and audiobook combining?
KEwLe (A, A—T 447 v 7 ZH<(B) OMAEDLEDIEF THSIC—FREN-T-0IXEN
ESERAN
1. Simultaneously Aand B * (A)-(B) % [AIF(Z
2. Listening, then reading * (B), (A) RI<, £ L TAZH
3. Reading, then listening * (A), (B) AZ&Hite, = L THI<

Why? ZHiERETTH?

Do you have any comments or advice about this project? It will be useful for future students, so please memo

here.
IOTa Tl MZOWTI ALY FERET RS REHEV EThe bl s%27nrey
MIBINT BAEOEIZSESD T, TENITHALTLEE N,

Thanks so much for your time, comments and advice!!!

BE/M, CERETRANARZ2HVBESTXNELE!

APPENDIX D:
Book, Movie and Audiobook listening survey

R, WEH, LA—F4 ATy 7 BT ET VS —}

Please answer every question carefully. This survey has no relation to your grades. Please do not
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write your name: this is an anonymous survey. I will not be using your names or identities in any way.
Please also feel free to write on the back!
TRTCDEBEMIZERICEZ TS EE, COT7rr—MIBRRLEETBERDY £EA,
HBRIEDEMMEZEPRVTSLEESW : TRNRERLADT Fr— MTT, 4RI EAY
ERBETEOIBERII—GENERTA, bLE2EEEZ LN EHDAITEIZLENT
&,

1. How did you listen to the audiobook — by computer, CD player, or music player?
A=T AT v 7 M LS THEELLN? PC, CDFL—Y—, ERTL—F—%

EVVE L=, ?

2. Where did you listen, for example in the train, while walking...?

WOBL LI THEELEN2HIZIE. BEEOFRETTIN2HENTNWARRETTN?

How did you do listening, and reading? D X 5 2 FETHEH WV HEALD LE LN
3. Did you try listening and reading at the same time? FRIFFIZREIVZVFRATZD LTWE L2

4. Did you try listening, then reading later? T &, ZDHZICHEATL Y LTWE LT ?

5. Did you try reading, then listening later? fAIZHEA, ZOHZIZHENTZD LTWE L7En?

6. Ofthe above, which way was best for you? LEOHFTEDHENR—FHDIZHE> TWELEZN?

7. Every week, how many hours did you listen to the story? &8 fIBFMMEE W=D LE L7z ?

8. In the project, how many times in total did you read your entire book through?

oFuav=l T, AT, MEZOREFEAEAE LN

9. In the project, how many times in total did you listen to your entire book through?

oFuv=l T, AT MEZoARZEEE LN

10. At the end of this project do you feel you can catch the story better, when just listening?
IoTRYE7 MEBMLEZICHNTWARETCIOF—T 447 v 7 A =) —% LV
s
Lo ELiene

11. At the end of this project do you feel you understand more vocabulary? Why?
Zo7uY el FEBZMUIEZRICHTE D Z OHEEZDNDL L) IZRTEKN LET 2 287
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EEII/\ij‘f))‘?

12. Has the project helped with any of your other English listening?
Zo7uYel B LT RIICHEEN LV E TR ELEn?

13. Has the project helped with any of your other English reading?
o7yl M@ LT HIICEEN LIV BELLT D ELEN?

14. Were the book club meetings useful? KT HI—FT 4 7 “T w7 7777 13RI HLE LT
e

15. Did you like the story we read and listened to?
FIZHRINTZ D FATZD LTOE LIEROFENRGF & TLIZM?

16. From this project, what kind of changes have you noticed in your feelings about listening in English?

Io7uave/ bPEBLT, KEEHCKEBIFEDLIITEDLY ELEN?

17. From this project, what kind of changes have you noticed in your feelings about reading in English?

D7yl bEELT, REEZRUOR/EDIIEOLIITEDLY ELEN?

18. Do you think you will want to listen to another English book in the future?
WONETZFFEORZR W THIWNE B NEFT N2

19. What was the best order for you with book reading and audiobook combining?
Kuzite (A A—T 447 v 7 2H<(B) OMAEDLEDIAFETHFIZ—FERP>T-DILEN
ESERAN
1. Simultaneously Aand B (A)-(B) % [RIFEIC
2. Listening, then reading (B), (A) HI<, ZLTARZGHL
3. Reading, then listening (A), (B) A&xwite, £ L THI<

Why? ZHiERETTH?

20. Do you prefer to see the movie before listening and reading to the book, or after, or in alternating order?
BLE 2 L CA), =T 447 v 7 2/ EARZHT B) OIERETHRIC—FRVOIXENT
/AN
1. Movie first (A), then listening and reading after (B) * (A). £ L T (B)
2. Book listening and reading first (B), and movie attheend (A) * (B), £ L T (A)
3. Alternating  *  (A)(B)(A)(B)(A)
100
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Why? ZhiERETTH?

Do you have any comments or advice about this project? It will be useful for future students, so please memo
here.

ZOTRY =Y MIOWTAAL MERIETT RS ZEHD ET N2 bl HsRTey=y
MZBMT B AEEDEITSL OO T, TERIFFLWAL T EEY,

Thanks so much for your time, comments and advice!!!

B/, CERETFRNARZHDVBESTXNELE! !
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